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Welcome! 
 
Thanks for subscribing to Vax Facts, the North Carolina Immunization Branch’s e-newsletter.  We hope this 
will help us stay connected to immunization providers across North Carolina.   Feel free to share this 
document with whomever you choose and encourage your colleagues to subscribe.  Sign up instructions are 
at the end of this e-newsletter. 

What’s Going On In the Immunization Branch? 

 
Kindergarten and Child Care Immunization Assessments:  Every year, the N.C. Immunization Branch 
collects data on the immunization status of kindergartners in the state.  Data for the 2010-2011 school year 
show:  

 97 percent of kindergartners in NC were in compliance with state law when the assessment was 
made, 

 0.16 percent of kindergartners in NC received a medical exemption to immunizations, and 

 0.65 percent of kindergartners in NC received a religious exemption to immunizations. 

The medical exemption rate is up slightly from the 2009-2010 school year, while the religious exemption rate 
is down slightly.  To learn more about immunization exemptions, log on to the exemptions page of our 
website. 

New Coverage Criteria posted:  The NCIP Coverage Criteria was updated and posted on February 18, 
2011.  Log on to the Coverage Criteria page of our website to download the document.  Review the entire 
page to find a list of recent changes to the coverage criteria - complete with the dates those changes were 
made and links to corresponding memos with more detailed information.  You’ll also find NCIP Coverage 
Criteria documents to be used for remaining transition vaccine. 

Need Continuing Education Credits? The Immunization Branch maintains a list of courses related to 
immunizations that offer continuing education credits.  Find the list on the Continuing Education page of our 
website.  

Free Education Materials Available for Order:  Visit the Immunization Branch’s Materials Request Page to 
view, print and order programmatic and educational resources for free.  Just download the order form, fill it 
out, and fax it to us.  You’ll also find two order forms with resources on special topics.  Order Flu Prevention 
Resources and Childhood Immunization Education Resources for your office today!   

 

NCIR Tips 

Registering with the NCID Service 

Before you can use the NCIR, you must be registered with the North Carolina Identity Management (NCID) 

http://www.immunizenc.com/exemptions.htm
http://www.immunizenc.com/coveragecriteria.htm
http://www.immunizenc.com/continuinged.htm
http://www.immunizenc.com/materialsrequestform.htm
http://www.immunizenc.com/PDFs/Flu%20Prevention%20Materials%20-%20Order%20Form.pdf
http://www.immunizenc.com/PDFs/Flu%20Prevention%20Materials%20-%20Order%20Form.pdf
http://www.immunizenc.com/PDFs/Childhood%20Immunizations%20-%20Order%20Form.pdf


service.  This service provides a high degree of security for the NCIR, and other information technology 
systems in North Carolina.  NCID is administered by the North Carolina Office of Information Technology 
Services (ITS), not the N.C. Immunization Branch.  However our staff may be able to assist you with some 
NCID problems.  If your practice is not already using the NCIR, contact the NCIR help desk before attempting 
to access the NCID system.  New NCIR users at Local Health Departments will need to contact the NCID 
designated administrator within their health department.  

Recently, the NCID upgraded to a new interface called NCID Next Generation.  Unfortunately, this upgrade 
means bookmarks, favorites and shortcuts you may be using to access the NCIR will no longer work.  For 

these items to work again, simply change the URL address to: https://ncir.dhhs.state.nc.us/.  To bookmark the 

NCIR: 

 Type in the https://ncir.dhhs.state.nc.us web address and then bookmark the site, (it will bookmark 
the NCID website). 

 Edit the bookmark by right-clicking once on the bookmark itself, then left click on “Properties” and 
retype the NCIR web address in to the URL box. 

There are some important things to keep in mind when using the NCID system: 

 You must access the NCID system via the Internet Explorer web browser (Netscape, Firefox, Safari 
and others won’t work). 

 You must log on to the NCID at least once every three months.  Otherwise, your account will be 
suspended and you’ll have to create a new one. 

 Your password must be eight characters long and can not contain certain special characters  (a 
hyphen -, underscore _ or dot . ).  Your password must include at least one numeric character. 
Choose your password carefully, and don’t share it with others in your office. 

 You must answer five different challenge questions which will be used to prompt you in the event you 
forget your password. 

These parameters may seem extraordinary, but remember, the citizens of North Carolina expect their 
information to be secure and we all must ensure that happens.  Access to the NCIR is a privilege your office 
should take seriously. 

A step-by-step guide for registering with NCID can be found online.   

Individuals in private provider offices may create NCIDs on their own since they are considered Business 
Users; however individuals at local health departments must contact their delegated administrator to create a 
new NCID. A list of delegated administrator by county can be found online. 

If you are a delegated administrator for your county, you can access online help guides for creating users, 
unlocking and resetting passwords, and more. 

If you need help registering with the NCID service, contact the NCIR Help Desk at 1-877-873-6247 or 
ncirhelp@dhhs.nc.gov.  

 

Online NCIR Classes 

Join us for free online NCIR training sessions on the second Wednesday of each month at 9am with a repeat 
session at noon.  There is no need to pre-register.  Simply log on to the NCIR and look under the 
Announcements section for a link to join the sessions.   You’ll also need to dial in via telephone to hear the 
presentation - just remember to mute your phone! Each session is approximately 30 minutes.   

Upcoming online training sessions:    

https://ncir.dhhs.state.nc.us/
https://ncir.dhhs.state.nc.us/
http://www.immunizenc.com/Training%20Modules/NCIR/NCIR%20Rollout%20Self%20Registration.pdf
https://www.ncid.its.state.nc.us/NCID_County_gov_map.asp
https://www.ncid.its.state.nc.us/TrainingAndDocumentation.asp
mailto:ncirhelp@dhhs.nc.gov


 

 

Date Time Title Additional Information 

Wednesday, March 9 9 a.m. 
and 12 
p.m. 

Reminder/Recall Learn how to use the Reminder/Recall 
function in the NCIR and discover how it 
can increase office visits and improve 
immunization rates. 

We want your ideas for training session topics!  Please take our NCIR Online Training Survey to let us 
know what NCIR training topics you care about most. 

Clinician’s Corner 

New Tdap Recommendations 

In 2010, more than 8,000 cases of pertussis, also known as whooping cough, were reported in California.  
Over 360 people were hospitalized, and 10 infants died.  Nine of those infants were less than 2 months of age 
and had not received any doses of DTaP.  The 10th infant was 2 months old, and had received one dose of 
DTaP.  This outbreak gained national attention and prompted new recommendations for the use of Tdap.  The 
recommendations will ensure more people are immunized against this disease.  The recommendations are 
explained in the February 2, 2011 memo sent from the Branch and are summarized below. 

Children 2 months through 6 years of age:   

 recommendations remain unchanged. 

Children 7 through 10 years of age: 

 who were not fully vaccinated against pertussis and for whom no contraindication to pertussis vaccine 
exists, should receive a single dose of Tdap.  Fully vaccinated is defined as 5 doses of DTaP or 4 doses 
of DTaP if the fourth dose was administered on or after the fourth birthday; or, 

 who were never vaccinated against tetanus, diphtheria, or pertussis or who have unknown vaccination 
status, should receive a series of three vaccinations containing tetanus and diphtheria toxoids.  (The 
preferred schedule is a single Tdap dose, followed by a dose of Td four weeks after the first dose and 
a second dose of Td 6 – 12 months later.  If not administered as the first dose, Tdap can be 
substituted for any of the other Td doses in the series.) 

Children 11 through 18 years: 

 recommendations remain unchanged.   

Adults 65 years and older: 

 who have or anticipate having close contact with an infant less than 12 months should receive a 
single dose of Tdap; and 

 other adults ages 65 years and older may be given a single dose of Tdap. 

The state is not able to provide pertussis-containing vaccine to everyone included in these recommendations. 
Please refer to the NCIP coverage criteria for information on which individuals may be vaccinated against 
pertussis with state-supplied vaccine.   

Pertussis is everywhere in the United States and in North Carolina.  Unofficial data for our state show 145 
reported cases in at least 40 counties for 2010.  This is preliminary data and the final number is likely to 
increase as reports begun in November and December 2010 are completed.  We know the disease is in our 
communities and we know we can fight it.  Please be sure the families you care for, especially those with new 
infants, are immunized against pertussis.  Additional information and resources can be found on the CDC’s 

http://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/WEB22BRM35YTN6
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6001a4.htm?s_cid=mm6001a4_e&source=govdelivery
http://www.immunizenc.com/Memos/2011%20Memos/02%2002%202011%20Expanded%20Recommendations%20for%20Tdap.pdf
http://www.immunizenc.com/coveragecriteria.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd-vac/pertussis/


pertussis webpage. 

Kudos 
 
Kudos to the 28 Local Health Departments in North Carolina who achieved 90 percent or greater immunization 
coverage rates for 2 year olds as measured by the 2010 annual assessment conducted by the Branch.  The 
assessment measured children who were up to date on the 4 DTaP: 3 Polio: 1 MMR: 2 Hib: 3 Hep B: 1 
Varicella series by 2 years of age.  Vaccine coverage rates of 90 percent or greater for these diseases was a 
goal of the Health People 2010 initiative.  Thank you for all you do to keep children in your communities 
protected from vaccine-preventable diseases. 

We know you’re out there doing good work immunizing the people of North Carolina!  Let us know about your 
efforts.  We’d love to share your success with the more than 650 readers of Vax Facts.  Please send an email 
explaining your work, or the work of an immunization champion you know, to Amy Caruso at 
amy.caruso@dhhs.nc.gov. 

News You Can Use 
 
New Recommendations:  The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) has updated its 
General Recommendations on Immunization.  The report updates the 2006 statement.  Refer to the Morbidity 
and Mortality Weekly Reported Dated January 28, 2011 to review the complete report.  

New Immunization Schedules: The CDC has released new immunization schedules for 2011.  Find them 
here: 

 2011 Childhood Immunization Schedule 

 2011 Adolescent Immunization Schedule 

 2011 Catch-up Immunization Schedule 

 2011 Adult Immunization Schedule 

You’ll find the schedules and additional resources on the CDC’s Child & Adolescent Immunization Schedules 
webpage. 

Vaccine Safety in the Media 
 
Dr. Paul Offit, head of the Division of Infectious Diseases at the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, has written 
a new book called Deadly Choices: How the Anti-Vaccine Movement Threatens Us All. You can read an 
excerpt, and purchase the book on Amazon.com.  If you enjoy the Comedy Central TV Program The Colbert 
Report, check out this clip featuring Dr. Offit. 
 
Goldsboro pediatrician and past president of the American Academy of Pediatrics Dr. Dave Tayloe wrote an 
editorial for the News and Observer on the discredited Wakefield study that linked the measles vaccine to 
autism.  Read the editorial here. 
  
Adolescent Immunization Awareness Month 

April is Adolescent Immunization Awareness Month in North Carolina.  Look for a memo coming soon detailing 
events local health departments and providers are launching to get the word out about important 
immunizations for adolescents.   
 
Flu Status in NC  

The incidence of flu remains high in North Carolina.  As of February 22, 2011, at least 18 people, including 
seven children have died from the disease so far this season. Everyone over 6 months of age should receive 
the flu vaccine.  Please keep vaccinating! 
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Subscribe to Vax Facts 
 
Please follow the instructions below to add yourself to our contact list. 

Step One: Send an email to this address: ncip.enewsletter-subscribe@lists.ncmail.net. There’s no need to 
include any special instructions in the subject line or in the body of the email message you send.   

Step Two:  Respond to the system-generated confirmation email.  Read this email carefully and follow the 
included instructions to complete the sign-up process.  Please note, you must respond to this system-
generated confirmation email within three days.  The easiest way to complete the sign-up process is by simply 
replying to the confirmation email. 

Step Three:  Look for a system-generated welcome message.  Once you receive this message, you will be 
signed up to receive Vax Facts. 

You may unsubscribe by sending an email to: ncip.enewsletter-unsubscribe@lists.ncmail.net. 

Contact Information 
NC Immunization Branch ● 1917 Mail Service Center ● Raleigh, NC 27699 

Phone: 919-707-5550 ● Fax: 919-870-4824 ● Website: www.immunizenc.com 

Help Desk ● Phone: 877-873-6247 ● Fax: 800-544-3058 ● Email: ncirhelp@dhhs.nc.gov  
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